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MINISTRIES & UPCOMING EVENTS

Il#
$ %

Saturday, December &
4:00 p.m.

Plan to come to our church Christmas
Celebration.

We will have a Christmas dinner. A sign-
up sheet will be posted on the hallway bulletin
board.

After the meal, we will enjoy singing
Christmas songs, playing games and the giving
of gifts. We ask each person attending to *
bring a small wrapped gift for our gift
exchange. Please limit your gift amount to not .
exceed $10.00. %

If you need transportation please call the
church office and we will make arrangements
for you to be picked up and taken home.

Mark your calendar for this wonderful time
for fun and fellowship.

Our Church Goal: $

Monday, December 4
6:00 p.m.

Please bring cookies or a snack for a time of
fellowship here at the church after we go

caroling.
&% '
It is time to think about our Angel Gifts for Sunday, December 31
the kids at the Women'’s Crisis Center. 6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.

If you would like to be included in this
ministry we will be accepting monetary
donations. You can send your donations to the
church. If you have any questions please give
us a call at (510) 276-3688.

Mark Your Calendar! You are all invited to
our New Year's Eve Fellowship. Come and
see what we have planned for this evening.

0

It is that time of year to begin to gathetrtlie
harvest to share with those in need.

We will be collecting food or cash donations t
fill 6 Christmas Baskets to be delivered to the
Golden Gate Baptist Seminary. We have a sign-up
sheet with list of food items needed on the builleti
board. Cash donations will be used to purchase
perishable items. Please place your cash in a pink
envelope and mark your donation as “Christmas
Baskets”.

You may bring your food donations from now
until December 17,

Thank you for your generosity and loving gifts

Our Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting is now
meeting every Wednesday Night at 7:00 p.m. here
at the church. We hope that you can come out and
help support this ministry.

Mike & Char
Fortner
Gerri Lance

Michael C. Balsley — Grandson of Annabelle Hibbs Mike Brown — Son-In-Law of Al & Jane Thornell Jenny Merritt — Great Niece-in-law
of Jean Johnson

Branch — Army Rank — Private First Class Branch —Marines  Rank — Master Sergeant Branch — Marines  Rank - Corporal

Assignment - Iraq Assignment — Stationed in Miramar Assignment —Iraq

Todd Shaw — Son of Bob & Caryl Shaw Devon Henesley — Grandson of Jean Johnson

Branch — Army Rank — Staff Sergeant Branch — Navy Rank — Petty Officer 3" class

Assignment — 101 Airborne Special Forces Assignment — Overseas

Kevin Seigal — Son of Elliott & Teresa Seigal Nate Fielding — Grandson of Lillian Fielding

Branch — Air Force Rank — Sergeant Branch — Army Rank — PFC Medic

Accinnmant _ Travie Air Enrra Raca Accinn mant _ lran

Sunday School  9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:45 am
Evening Worship  6:00 pm

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
11:00 am

Lay My Trophies Down

Our old home in Mill Valley contained
fourteen years of accumulated possessions.
Large items such as sofas and tables may seem
like the hardest things to move from place to
place, but they were actually easiest. Three men
from church picked up a large couch, put it in
the back of a moving van, then placed it into the
parsonage in the corner we chose. Little things
were more difficult to deal with.

Our old attic contained boxes filled with a
thousand such little things. There were bags,
suitcases, boxes, and bookshelves full of my
own things, my wife’s things, and things that
were once treasured by our two sons. Our attic
became the final resting place for cast-offs
belonging to this family.

In traditional Christianity “limbo” was a
place halfway between hell and heaven. Our
attic was limbo for personal objects that no
longer found a place in our living room but
were not deserving of the garbage can. | spent
several hours emptying out this attic of limbo. |
ran across long-forgotten college papers (keep),
broken telephones (throw out), and old books
(donate to Goodwill). | was surprised at how
many old trophies and plaques | discovered.

| saw trophies from high school. | saw
church awards, Boy Scout awards, and sports
awards. | saw numerous medals and plaques
from twenty years spent in the army. | saw
academic certificates.

“Why do | hang on to all this junk?” |
thought to myself. “Most of these trophies are
made of ugly gold plastic. | would never
display them on the walls of the house. Why do
| keep them in limbo?”

| suspect that my old trophies provide a kind
of security. Just knowing that they exist in
some dark corner gives me assurance that | am
worth something. It's like | can always respond
to some critic by saying, “look here, | won an
army award in 1978". But really, does anybody
really care about all of these gold-plated plastic
awards?

Then came to mind words from the hymn
Old Rugged CrossIin my younger days, | never
understood, “until my trophies at last | lay
down”. But now | understand. It's time to cast
away these old trophies and seek imperishable
trophies that only God can award.

Pastor Chris



